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It was fortunate for the king of Castile that during these SuPP°rt
years the attention of the king of Leon was distracted else- A^agon^to
where, but this was only a temporary relief; it was by coming Alfonso VIII
to terms with the king of Aragon shortly afterwards that heof Castile
finally overcame his difficulties. The co-operation hence-
forward between the two kings was an intimate one, and
most fortunate for Castile and indeed for Christian Spain.
It was first manifested when Alfonso II assisted in the capture
of Cuenca from the Moslems in 1177. In return for this,
the king of Castile formally renounced his claim to suzerainty
over Aragon, and in 1179 an important treaty was made
which not only settled all questions in dispute as to frontiers,
but also decided the respective spheres of each kingdom
in the Moslem territories they hoped to conquer. Valencia
was allotted to Aragon, Andalusia and Murcia to Castile;
and common action for the future was greatly facilitated by
this agreement. Unusual as such co-operation was in the
Spain of this age, it was not limited to united action against
the Moslem; the help of Aragon was forthcoming also
against Navarre and Leon, who were continually seeking to
advantage themselves at the expense of Castile. Thanks
to this help, Navarre was eventually brought to book at the
end of the century, and itself had to cede territory to Castile.
Leon made peace in 1180, but was soon at war again. Once
more the combined strength of Aragon and Castile compelled
Ferdinand's successor, Alfonso IX,1 to make peace. This was
cemented by his marriage with Berenguela, Alfonso VIII's
daughter, in 1197, and though this marriage did not bring
about harmony it did result in the reunion of the crowns of
Castile and Leon thirty-three years later.
Portugal,, meanwhile, was pursuing a path of its own. Portugal
Though, like most of the Spanish rulers of his time, Afonso r^e capture
I's principal aim was to widen the borders of his State, atofLlsbon
the expense of his Christian neighbours as well as of the
Moslems, his essay against the king of Leon had proved so
disastrous that afterwards, as before, he directed his efforts
southwards.   The situation of his country provided him with
1 Notice that both Alfonso DC and his father Ferdinand II are numbered
as in the succession of kings of Castile (or Castile and Leon united). So
after the reunion of Castile and Leon, the first king is known as Ferdinand III,
his successor as Alfonso X.

